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Introduction

On October 7th, 2023, Hamas and other militant groups attacked southern Israel, killing 1,200,

mostly civilians, and taking around 250 hostages, beginning the most recent episode in a long

history of violence between Israelis and Palestinians. In response, Israel has killed over 30,000

Palestinians, about 70% women and children. Four out of five Palestinians have been displaced,

with many without homes to return to. Millions of civilians are on the brink of famine as Israel’s

genocidal assault continues.

Binghamton City Council, as a representative body pledge to serve our community, has a

responsibility to amplify our voices. As the majority of Americans across party lines and ages

support a ceasefire in Gaza, the US refuses to call for one. We have taken to the streets all across

the country, we have bombarded our representatives with messages, and hundreds of thousands

have voted “uncommitted” in the democratic primaries. Still, the US has used its immense

influence to work towards a ceasefire, to negotiate the release of Israeli hostages, or to increase

humanitarian aid to levels recommended by the UN.

We are turning to the city council out of desperation as so many other means of protest are

continually ignored. Here in Binghamton, students and residents have been protesting and

holding vigils on October 12, October 25, November 4, November 15, December 7, and

February 14, with even more upcoming.

This effort had been led in part by The Yiddish Bund, a Jewish group at Binghamton University,

along with Veterans for Peace and Peace action. Help and support has come from countless

community members, professors, and students at every step of the way.
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Precedent

There are numerous other examples of City Councils reacting to and participating in national

politics, including the Binghamton City Council. Specifically in instances where the federal

government is working in direct opposition to the will of the people, locals have turned to their

closest representatives to speak out.

The Binghamton City Council “Welcoming City” Resolution

In February of 2017 the Binghamton City Council passed a symbolic resolution declaring

Binghamton welcoming to immigrants. This was in response to President Trump’s “Muslim

Bans,” a series of executive orders suspending the entire Syrian refugee program and banning

travel of immigrants and dual nationals from seven Muslim-majority countries. Hundreds of

thousands were at risk of being separated from their families, there was chaos at entry points to

the US where people entering the country legally were suddenly turned away.

These bans helped build an atmosphere of xenophobia that led to a horrific rise in anti-muslim

hate crimes and hate groups. The City Council has no power over US refugee and immigration

policy, but it was still able to take a stand against hate with a similar type of resolution. Today,

antisemitic and Islamphobic hate is rising ever since October 7th, including in our community.

The cease-fire resolution includes condemnation all forms of antisemitism and Islamophobia and

recognizes the rights of all community members to “learn, work, worship, gather, advocate,

mourn, and celebrate free from intimidation and harassment.”

City Councils Against Apartheid

Beginning in the city council of Berkeley California, lower rungs of government began a

campaign of divestment from apartheid South Africa. The effort expanded rapidly, with

companies, colleges, and states joining in. A total of 90 cities divested, taking foreign policy into

their own hands when the federal government failed to represent its people. Like today with
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support for a cease-fire, popular opinion was strongly against apartheid while the federal

government entirely failed to act.

City Councils Against War in Iraq

The clearest historical precedent were city council resolutions denouncing the Iraq war. Dozens

adopted antiwar resolutions all across the country, opposing President Bush’s campaign that

would take the lives of hundreds of thousands of Iraqi civilians.

City Councils for a Cease-Fire in Gaza

In New York alone Albany, Ithaca, Newburgh, and Beacon all have passed a cease-fire

resolution. As of February 2nd, Reuters counted at least 70 cities speaking out about the war,

with 48 specifically calling for a cease-fire. Since then, more than a dozen other cities have

amplified the call. Many other cities are in the process of drafting, reviewing, and hearing

comments on their own resolutions. As with Binghamton, these efforts are often spearheaded by

local Jews and Muslims.

The question is not if city councils speak out on foreign policy issues, but when. In situations

when the moral stakes are high, protests for change are constant, and the federal government is

refusing to reflect the will of the people, people turn to city council. When marching in the

streets and messaging representatives fail, city councils can use their power to amplify our

voices. The better question to ask is whether the genocide in Gaza is a morally urgent enough to

warrant a city council resolution.
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Local Issues

For an issue to deserve the time and attention of the local city council, it is helpful to have

immediate local relevance. While many clear examples of city councils speaking out on issues

not directly within their city bounds exist, the war in Gaza is still a local issue. Binghamton

residents are helping pay for it. Every dollar paid in federal taxes saw $0.24 going to the military.

That’s a total of $179.4 million from the City of Binghamton, assuming Binghamton residents

are average taxpayers. Binghamton residents have also been subjected to increased antisemitism

and Islamophobia in the wake of the war, and have shown a constant concern for Palestinian

lives in Gaza that warrants City Council’s attention.

Military Contractors

The economy of the Greater Binghamton area is deeply involved with the military. In numerous

cases, the same contractors and subcontractors can be linked directly to weapons and equipment

used in Gaza, including fighters, artillery, bombs, and bombing systems. While most of the

companies discussed call their local branches “Binghamton locations,” all are a couple miles

outside of the Binghamton city limits, though they employ Binghamton residents and are

undoubtedly a part of the Greater Binghamton interconnected economy and community.

BAE Systems in Endicott, 6 miles from the Binghamton City Hall, is a 500,000 square foot

campus for research and development as well as manufacturing military equipment. They are the

largest military contractor in the area and employ over 1,400 community members.

Lockheed-Martin in Owego—under 20 miles from City Hall—houses 120,000 square feet of

manufacturing and assembly facilities for the largest military contractor in the US.

B W Elliott Manufacturing (EM) is a subcontractor of Boeing four miles from city hall. They do

not describe what projects their parts (mainly flexible shafts) are used on, but describe

applications in military aircrafts, rockets, ships, and vehicles.
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Ametek Aerospace is a massive compound in the Airport Corporate Center three miles from city

hall where they do research and development for aerospace and defense as well as manufacturing

and repairing.

The Airport Corporate Center also houses a two-story, several thousand square foot facility of

Rockwell Collins where training simulations for military and commercial use are designed.

Twin Cities Metal Finishing (TCMF) is a 125,000 square foot facility located five miles from the

Binghamton City Council. The majority of the partners they advertise working with are military

companies, such as Oshkosh Defense, L3 Communications, Lockheed Martin, Raytheon,

Ralmark, and General Dynamics. TCMF also lists several diversified companies that work on

defense but are not exclusively focused on it such as IBM, Ford, GM, and John Deere.

Right beside TCMF along Industrial Park Dr. is the Harris Assembly Group, a 28,000 square foot

manufacturing facility producing parts for commercial and military uses.

Binghamton University frequently hosts Lockheed Martin and BAE Systems at career fairs, and

both donate large amounts of money to the University. Both recently sponsored the Watson

College of Engineering’s Senior Projects programs. On Linkedin, Lockheed Martin recruits the

most Binghamton Alumni outside the university and other NYC educators, with BAE systems

also high on the list. This relationship is so close that a branch of the organization Dissenters has

been established by students to investigate and oppose the relationship.

Trying to cover the full extent of the local connection to Israel’s army is an enormous task, but

the F-35 is a valuable case study. Israel has 75 and uses them extensively to bomb Gaza, so much

so that the Netherlands has stopped exporting parts for it due to Israel’s continual violations of

humanitarian law. Binghamton-area manufacturers sell to numerous companies that have worked

on the F-35 including:

- Boeing which produces JDAM Bombs.

- L3 Communications which produces radio communications equipment, aviation

management systems, and navigation antennas.

- General Dynamics which produces gun integration & the gatling gun.
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- Goodrich which produces landing gear.

- Raytheon which produces missiles, airborne reconnaissance infrared, GPS.

Local companies that have worked directly on the f-35 directly include:

- Lockheed-Martin led the development and manufacturing of the F-35 and manufactured

the wings, sections of the fuselage, windshield, ejection pyrotechnics, JASSMs (joint air

surface standoff missiles), infrared and electro-optical targeting systems, onboard

computers, and all engines.

- Ametek worked with Pratt & Whitney on the F135 engine, one of the F-35’s three main

engines.

- Rockwell Collins created the helmet-mounted displays (Collins has worked on numerous

other parts, but this is the most likely to have a local connection based on their focus).

- BAE Systems created electronic warfare systems, ducts, sensors/transducers, rear

fuselage packer, aircraft & helicopter controllers, the aft fuselage, vertical tail skins,

evacuation systems, weapons countermeasures. BAE Endicott’s promotional video also

include that they have worked directly on the F-35 here.

The contribution the Triple Cities has made to Israel’s campaign and the cost felt by Palestinians

is undeniable. Across the section Life in Gaza, the focus is on the experiences of Palestinians and

the reports of human rights groups, but the local monetary and material contributions to the

technology destroying lives should be continually remembered. The F-35 undoubtedly played a

major role in the vast destruction, and may have even dropped some of the specific bombs

indiscriminately or intentionally targeting civilians as alleged by Amnesty International.

Actions that may seem distant are directly tied to operations only a few miles away from the

Binghamton City Council. If components can feasibly be traced from local factories to

destruction in Gaza, it must be considered a local issue. This makes a resolution of the

Binghamton City Council not only appropriate, but urgently needed.

Local Outcry

All constituents of the Binghamton City Council are deeply aware of Israel’s campaign in Gaza

through the news and through social media. Uniquely now, not only do people hear about
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violence overseas, but they can see it happening to ordinary people through videos they post. At

the same time, Binghamton residents are acutely aware of the role of the United States. The US

has given constant political support to Israel, provided hundreds of millions of dollars in lethal

aid, and blocked 3 ceasefire resolutions in the UN security council. President Biden is working

with congressional democrats to give an additional $14.3 to Israel, a far more than the already

staggering $3.6 billion the US gave last year.

In addition to the six protests and vigils listed already, Binghamton University has seen a long

list of related events. Multi-part peace discussions, Shabbats for Ceasefires, and educational

events are held regularly. Binghamton residents off campus organized a rally downtown, drawing

hundreds.

On and off campus, the Jewish and Muslim local communities are uniquely affected by

shockwaves of the conflict, with antisemitism and Islamophobia rising significantly. Many have

loved ones in the region as well.

Context

While the historical context is crucial for understanding the conflict as a whole and working

towards a solution of equality for Israelis and Palestinians, this only highlights the immediate

background and main players today.

Hamas

Hamas was founded in 1987, an offshoot of the Muslim Brotherhood and a response to the First

Intifada (“uprising”). The next year, they published their charter claiming the entirety of historic
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Palestine and citing the debunked and antisemitic “Protocols of the Elders of Zions.” This

complicated context around the first charter—and Hamas’ appeal as the PLO’s violent and

peaceful attempts to get a Palestinian state—is covered in detail by NPR. In 2017 they released a

new charter saying they would accept a temporary Palestine within the borders of the 1967

“green line” meaning the West Bank and Gaza. They did not recognize the State of Israel in

either.

Hamas is an Islamist group, with an ideology that centers violent resistance to Israel. They

opposed the Oslo peace process and were a main participant in the Second Intifada. They are

designated a terrorist organization by the United States, the EU, and others.

Hamas won control of Gaza in 2006 by plurality. They appealed to voters frustrated by

corruption of Fatah, the other major party on the ballot. Hamas and Fatah attempt to form a unity

government, but Israel and the US reject their proposal as Hamas only recognized Israel.

Violence quickly broke out and Hamas won the Gaza strip.

Israel had unilaterally withdrawn troops and settlements in 2005, but they continued to occupy

the territory by severely restricting the movement of people in what Human Rights Watch

dubbed an “open air prison.” Israel said these were necessary for security, but Hamas was able to

weather the restrictions by taxing smuggled items coming through Egypt and by receiving

money and supplies from Iran. Its largest source of money came from Qatar facilitated by Israel.

Meanwhile the people in Gaza mistreated systematically. 4% of the population had access to

clean water, 35% of agricultural land and 85% of fishing zones were designated Access

Restricted Areas by Israel. According to UNRWA in 2021 unemployment was at 47%, 81.5%

were below the poverty line, and 64.4% experienced food insecurity. Food was calculated, letting

in the caloric minimum for Gaza and blocking “luxury” items such as coriander and instant

coffee. Critics viewed these policies as collective punishment of Gaza.
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Leadership in Israel

Benjamin Netanyahu has had a long and controversial career as a member of the Knesset and as

prime minister. He is part of the far-right Likud party which declares in its original charter

“between the Sea and the Jordan there will only be Israeli sovereignty.” Sometimes in his career

he has supported versions of a two-state solution involving a "demilitarized” Palestine, a

condition imposed on no other state. At the beginning of his career, after the most recent

election, and since October 7th he has unilaterally opposed any Palestinian state. He also has a

long history of racist comments.

While Netanyahu is Israel’s farthest right prime minister in the country’s history, his allies

include extremists from parties even further right than his own. Before entering politics, Itamar

Ben-Gvir had a portrait of Baruch Goldstien in his living room, the mass shooter behind the

horrific “Cave of the Patriarchs” anti-Arab massacre. He openly supports deporting all

Arab-Israelis deemed disloyal of Israel and annexing the entire West Bank—which would

require the ethnic cleansing of Palestinians from the area. He has been convicted of incitement to

racism and supporting a terrorist organization among other charges.

Ben-Gvir is a member of the Knesset under the far-right Jewish Power party. He was chosen by

Netanyahu to act as the Minister of National Security.

Bezalel Smotrich was arrested in 2005 on terrorism charges after he and four other Israeli settlers

were found with 700 liters of gasoline and oil. Smotrich has made a career out of extremist

anti-gay rallies and anti-Palestinian stances. He proudly has said “there is no such thing as the

Palestinian people,” and that they are “an invention that is less than 100 years old.”

Smotrich is a member of the Religious Zionist party, serving as the Finance Minister under

Netanyahu with special powers granted over the illegal settlements in the West Bank.
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Israel and Hamas

Publically, Netanyahu has centered his political career on security concerns and a harsh stance

against terrorism, but privately this was only half the picture.

Israel intelligence officers escorted Qatari shipments of millions of dollars in suitcases as part of

a strategy of “buying quiet” according to the New York Times. The money acted as a carrot

while airstrikes and the blockade acted as a stick to diminish Hamas’ military capabilities, a

strategy referred to by Israeli officials as “moving the grass.” Netanyahu also withdrew troops in

the south of Israel which was one of the factors leading to Israel’s unpreparedness on October

7th.

There was another advantage to his approach with Hamas. “Anyone who wants to thwart the

establishment of a Palestinian state has to support bolstering Hamas and transferring money to

Hamas,” Netanyahu reportedly told the Likud party. If the Palestinian Authority in the West

Bank and Hamas were kept separate, there would be no unified Palestinian voice for statehood.

October 7th

Early in the morning on October 7th, 2024, Hamas broke through Israel’s defenses. They filmed

and posted their attack. More than 20 towns and Kibbutzim were hit. A music festival was

massacred. Personal stories from the day collected by journalists are harrowing.

The attack was designed to take hostages, and there is widespread evidence that civilians were

deliberately targeted, both war crimes. Reports show that widespread sexual violence against

women was committed by militants.

In total about 1,200 were killed by Hamas and other militants. 695—the majority—were

civilians. Every one of these war crimes and atrocities are worthy of the strongest condemnation.
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A Cease-Fire After October 7th

One atrocity can never be used to justify another. The fact that Hamas broke a cease-fire

agreement on October 7th is often used to argue against another cease-fire, and a return to the

status quo before the war would be a mistake, but this campaign, and especially its

unprecedented cost to civilians, moves the region further from peace.

Hamas is incredibly popular in the West Bank ever since October 7th and they are expanding in

Lebanon. Even in Gaza, experts warn Israel could lose the strategic war despite tactical successes

so far.

A cease-fire also remains the most feasible way to return the Israeli hostages to their families.

Over 100 hostages were freed during the first temporary cease-fire agreement. Families in Israel

are protesting Israel’s continued opposition to a ceasefire. At least 31 hostages have been killed,

many likely by airstrikes and 3 by the IDF soldiers while waving a white flag.

Without a cease-fire as well, a full regional war remains a possible threat, which would devastate

the region including Israel. Within Gaza, the war feeds into more war, with Hamas using

undetonated Israeli bombs to build its own missiles. Experts warn mass suffering can act as a

recruitment tool for Hamas, or even create more radical Hamas-like groups in the future.

To call for a cease-fire is to acknowledge that the cycle of violence in the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict will not be solved by further violence. Instead, the root causes of the conflict have to be

addressed—the Nakba or mass expulsion and flight of Palestinians beginning in 1948, fears

about Jewish safety after centuries of persecution and the Holocaust.

Not only is a cease-fire the only way towards a better future, but it is also an urgent necessity to

save lives in Gaza.
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Life in Gaza

By October 9th, hundreds in Gaza had been killed and thousands wounded. Israeli airstrikes had

destroyed 790 housing units, damaging 5,330 more. Water and sanitation sites were damaged,

cutting off, leaving 400,000 without service.

The Defense Minister Yoav Gallant gave a statement on that day explaining Israel’s strategy

going forward. “I have ordered a complete siege on the Gaza Strip. There will be no electricity,

no food, no fuel, everything is closed,” Gallant said. “We are fighting human animals and we are

acting accordingly.” This quote would later be cited by South Africa as an example of incitement

to genocide in their case at the International Court of Justice. It was United States pressure that

forced Israel to open—with severe restrictions—the Kerem Shalom crossing.

This would set Israel’s tone going forward, blurring the line between Hamas and Gaza to justify

systematic destruction of the entire strip and creating a devastating humanitarian catastrophe.

Both Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch in their reports below, as well as the

International Committee of the Red Cross, the World Food Program, and many others operating

in Gaza are urgently calling for an immediate and sustained cease-fire.

Amnesty International

Amnesty International is one of the most widely respected human rights groups, focused on

documenting and publicizing violations of international law. They have released several relevant

reports since October 7th covering a range of topics, but the three most relevant to Israel’s

campaign on Gaza cover several closely-investigated incidents of alleged war crimes. While

these summaries focus on Israel and its actions, all the reports condemn Hamas’ atrocities on

October 7th and call for the release of hostages as well as an end to Hamas’ indiscriminate

missile attacks.

In a report made on October 20, 2023, titled Damning Evidence of War Crimes as Israeli Attacks

Wipe Out Entire Families in Gaza, Amnesty International investigated five Israeli bombings

which indiscriminately targeted civilians. Israel has not allowed Amnesty International’s
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attempts to access Gaza so these reports rely on local field workers, in-person and phone

interviews as well as videos and satellite photos of the attacks. In two cases, the attacks were on

residential buildings without prior warning or evidence of nearby military activity. In one case,

five hours after an unclear warning, a family attempted to retrieve their belongings only for the

neighboring building to be bombed, killing those in their home and in the courtyard. The most

lethal strike covered, killing 69 Palestinians at a market, was said to be targeting a mosque where

Hamas members were present but Amnesty found no mosque in the immediate vicinity. Another

residential strike, this one maybe targeting a Hamas member who lived in the building but was

not present, killed at least 40 civilians. Amnesty makes clear these are not the only examples of

violations of international law, just some of the most blatant.

On November 20, 2023, Amnesty released another report from their ongoing investigation titled

‘Nowhere Safe in Gaza’: Unlawful Israeli Strikes Illustrate Callous Disregard for Palestinian

Lives covering two attacks on a church compound where hundreds of civilians were known to be

sheltering. The IDF published a video of the attack along with the claim they were targeting a

Hamas command and control center, then quickly deleted the video and offered no further

explanation. Amnesty found no evidence of military activity, but clarified that even if there were

nearby targets, these attacks failed to discriminate between potential military objectives and

civilian losses. Amnesty again clarified this case was emblematic of the larger issue of

intentional or indiscriminate civilian attacks.

Amnesty also provides quotes from the interviews, giving a glimpse at the lived experiences of

victims. “I wish I could turn the clock back. I’d rather we all died together than losing my

family,” Hazem Abu Shehada said after losing his wife and his three daughters. Another father,

displaced in an UNWRA school, broke down during his interview with Amnesty about his son’s

death. “To lose my son, to lose my house, to sleep on the floor of a classroom? My children are

wetting themselves, of panic, of fear, of cold. We have nothing to do with this. What fault did we

commit? I raised my child, my entire life, for what? To see him die while buying bread.”
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Human Rights Watch

Human Rights Watch is a New York based human rights research and advocacy group. In a

December 18th report of Israel’s campaign they conclude that Israel has intentionally violated

international law by using starvation as a weapon of war. Before October 7th, Israel maintained

overarching control of Gaza, leading to reliance on Israel for fuel, electricity, and medicine and

over half the population faced acute food insecurity. HRW alleges that Israel’s actions on the

ground created the conditions for mass starvation and suffering, and that statements from Israeli

officials show intent to create humanitarian catastrophe.

“For years, we have given Gaza electricity, water, and fuel,” Israeli Energy Minister Israel Katz,

who ordered the cuts to electricity and water, said. “Instead of a thank you, they sent thousands

of human animals to butcher, murder, rape and kidnap babies, women and elderly people. This is

why we have decided to cut off the supply of water, electricity and fuel, and now, the local power

plant has collapsed, and there is no electricity in Gaza. We will keep holding a tight siege until

the Hamas threat is lifted from Israel and the world. What has been will be no more.”

Many other similar sentiments were expressed by decision makers in Israel, and when a small

amount of aid was eventually let in, it was understood as the bare necessity for Israel to continue

its military campaign. The Prime Minister stated “In light of President Biden’s demand, Israel

will not thwart humanitarian supplies from Egypt as long as it is only food, water and medicine

for the civilian population in the southern Gaza Strip.”

But calls for starvation and destruction continued from decision makers. Some examples include

Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich calling on the Israeli war cabinet to “prevent fuel from

coming into the strip” and others continued to contextualize civilian aid as part of the war effort.

Maj. Gen. Ghassan Alian said fuel and aid was halted due to Hamas’ violation of the ceasefire

agreement. Col. Yogev Bar-Shesht said in an interview “whoever returns here, if they return here

after, will find scorched earth. No houses, no agriculture, no nothing. They have no future.”

This is reflected on the ground in Gaza. “Israeli forces are deliberately blocking the delivery of

water, food, and fuel, while willfully impeding humanitarian assistance, apparently razing

agricultural areas, and depriving the civilian population of objects indispensable to their
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survival.” When HRW published their report in December, they expressed serious concerns that

the desperate conditions Palestinians were living in could worsen significantly, with an

immediate possibility of widespread starvation and a high risk of famine.

The International Court of Justice

South Africa’s application to the International Court of Justice is an 84-page overview of the

historical context, the current Palestinian experience, and the Israeli strategy in Gaza. It is too

large to summarize in detail, but incredibly easily readable and highly relevant.

South Africa alleges that Israel’s systematic mistreatment of Palestinians in Gaza goes back

decades. Four previous wars had been fought between Israel and Hamas saw numerous likely

war Israeli crimes against Palestinians according to the UN human rights reports cited.. After

Israel’s disengagement from the strip, their blockade of the Gaza strip caused what the World

Bank calls dedevelopment and deindustrialization, leading to a 60% poverty rate. During the 18

months of weekly peaceful protests called ‘the Great March of Return,’ Israeli soldiers killed 214

Palestinians, injuring a total of 36,100 and 2,800 children.

South Africa makes argument is that lived experiences of people in Gaza and public statements

made by officials constitute genocide.

According to South Africa, Palestinians have been killed sheltering in UNRWA schools,

churches, mosques, and hospitals, while flying on designated safe routes, or in summary

executions. Israel has used unguided “dumb” bombs with wide impact ranges in dense areas and

targeted strikes on homes and refugee camps. Hundreds of aid workers, journalists, and doctors

have been killed as well. Palestinians also face displacement, psychological harm, and

ill-treatment in detentions. Healthcare in Gaza has collapsed. Destruction of hundreds of

thousands of homes as well as ecological effects of plans to flood Hamas’ tunnels with sea water

threaten to make Gaza uninhabitable. There is much more, but this covers some of the main

points.

South Africa compiles statements from over a dozen decision makers calling for widespread

destruction, civilian death, and genocide. This is part of systematically dehumanizing language
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used to blur the lines between Hamas combatants and uninvolved civilians, as well as calls to

flatten, destroy, and erase Gaza. South Africa also confirms they are not the first to condemn

genocide specifically, with many UN Special Rapportuers and human rights commissioners

warning as well. (Additionally it is worth noting over 4,100 scholars in the United States,

including seven from Binghamton University, have raised the alarm in an open letter to President

Biden).

The final ruling of the ICJ is years away and the ruling on January 26, 2024 is limited, but still

the case was not thrown out as Israel requested and many of the provisional measures requested

by South Africa were found to be urgently needed to avoid potential acts of genocide. The court

ordered Israel to prevent acts of genocide, to punish incitements to genocide, and to provide

urgently needed humanitarian assistance. Expert reactions varied on the scope and impact of the

ruling, but human rights groups observed that Israel ignored all the provisional rulings.

Ignoring Provisional Measures

According to Amnesty International’s report New Evidence of Unlawful Israeli Attacks in Gaza

Causing Mass Civilian Casualties Amid Real Risk of Genocide from covers four strikes on

seemingly non-military residential targets Rafah, a 24.3 square mile area (just over twice the size

of Binghamton), the last safe zone where over a million displaced refugees have fled to. 95

civilians and 42 children were killed.

According to a report from HRW, in the month following the ICJ’s provisional measures Israel

had failed to comply with at least one provisional measure, with less total aid getting into Gaza.

Israel blamed the UN’s failure to facilitate aid but under international law HRW alleges Israel is

required to ensure basic needs are met. Additionally, beyond Rafah virtually no aid is being

delivered due to a lack of security and a bombing of an aid truck by Israeli forces which stopped

the World Food Program’s deliveries. Israel has also taken massive steps to undermine the

UNRWA, the largest provider of aid in Gaza and the a main facilitator for other organizations.

Israel accused 12 of UNRWA’s 13,000 employees of participating in the October 7th attacks and,

while all 12 were immediately fired, the US chose to suspend all funding.
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In Gaza, severe food poverty is documented among 90% of children under the age of 2 and 95%

of pregnant and breastfeeding mothers and all 1.1 million children in Gaza are facing starvation.

Interviews by Amnesty International tell the same story, with 10 humanitarian interviewees

describing no improvement since the ICJ measures, or even a decline. Amnesty also points out

that other crossing points in the north of Gaza could be opened as an obvious step to combat the

crisis.

Going Forward

All the earlier-mentioned human rights groups and aid distributors call for an immediate and

sustained cease-fire to save lives. According to the most recent report from the UN Office for the

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs, 31,490 Palestinians are reported dead (the Gaza Health

Ministry does not distinguish between civilians and combatants, but says 9,000 are women and

13,000 are children). 73,000 are injured and another 7,000 are missing.

60% of homes have been damaged or destroyed. 155 health facilities and 126 ambulances report

damage. There are half a million cases of infectious disease and diarrhea. Virtually everyone is

facing crisis levels of food insecurity, and more than half a million are at the catastrophic levels

of food insecurity, the highest level. 31 people including 27 children have died of starvation or

thirst. 40% of aid missions to Gaza are denied or impeded. The US has begun airdrops and plans

to build a temporary pier over the next two months to get in more aid after failing to persuade

Israel, but these are widely considered insufficient.

Israel is threatening an imminent Rafah invasion with no plan to protect civilians other than

unspecified humanitarian islands that people will be moved to during the invasion. This invasion

ignored international pressure and serious human rights concerns that fighting in such a dense

area will inevitably lead to massacre. A brand-new report from the Integrated Food Security

Phase Classification global initiative shows that famine, the highest possible hunger crisis

categorized by mass starvation and death, is imminent.

Aid groups on the group say a cease-fire is the only way to recover from the crisis, repeating and

reaffirming this call constantly.
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A Concluding Personal Statement from Professor Lubna Omar

Dear Members of the Binghamton City Council,

As a faculty member at Binghamton University, I am compelled to address the dire situation

unfolding in Palestine, particularly as a Palestinian refugee deeply affected by these events. Over

the past five months, we have borne witness to unspeakable atrocities perpetrated against

innocent civilians in Gaza. Furthermore, there has been a disturbing surge in attacks by settlers

and the IDF in Palestinian territories of the West Bank, areas not under Hamas control. Lives

have been lost, and thousands have been unjustly detained without due process or legal recourse.

The history of my family serves as a poignant example of the enduring tragedy of Palestinian

displacement. Since the ethnic cleansing of my father's family in 1948, we have been unable to

return to our ancestral homeland. Although my mother currently resides in the West Bank, I am

unable to visit or see her since I don’t have the right to return or even visit my ancestral

homeland. Through her firsthand accounts, I have come to understand the daily terror endured by

Palestinians, which has only intensified with the recent escalation of violence and the egregious

violations of Palestinian rights.

The magnitude of suffering endured by Palestinians, particularly women and children, both

within and beyond Palestine's borders, is staggering. Shockingly, statistics reveal that over 80%

of the casualties in Gaza are civilians, with women and children constituting the vast majority of

these innocent victims. My brother-in-law, a Gazan, has tragically lost over 200 family members

to IDF attacks that targeted their homes. Those who survive now find themselves displaced,

living in makeshift tents in the southern regions of Gaza, struggling not only with the loss of

loved ones but also with the looming danger of famine, disease, and the ever-present threat of

further IDF attacks.

In addition to the immediate dangers of violence, children are dying in front of our eyes from

starvation, exacerbated by the blockade and destruction of infrastructure in Gaza. It is a

heart-wrenching reality that amidst the bombings and gunfire, innocent families are also facing

the slow agony of hunger and malnutrition, with reports indicating that over 500 children have

died from starvation-related causes.
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In light of these harrowing realities, it is imperative for the US government to reassess its support

of Israel, particularly in the form of unrestricted military aid funded by taxpayer dollars. It is

deeply troubling to know that Binghamton tax dollars are contributing to the perpetration of such

atrocities against innocent civilians in Palestine. This assistance, provided without adequate

oversight or accountability, only serves to perpetuate the cycle of violence and suffering.

Therefore, I implore the city council to acknowledge our profound distress over the ongoing

crisis and to advocate vigorously for a ceasefire resolution. It is only through concerted

international action and a commitment to justice that we can hope to bring an end to this

humanitarian catastrophe. Local communities, such as ours here in Binghamton, must also play a

role in pressuring our government to uphold human rights and support efforts for peace and

justice in Palestine.

Sincerely,




