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COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BINGHAMTON  
Business Meeting Minutes   

City Council Chambers, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton, NY 13901  
6:00 PM Wednesday, June 5, 2024 

I. CALL TO ORDER  
At 6:02PM by President Mativetsky 

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  
Led by President Mativetsky 

III. ROLL CALL  
Present: Porter, Middleton, Cavanaugh, Hotchkiss, Mativetsky, Dundon  
Also Present: Sarah Dinhofer (City Clerk), Sophie Bergman (Corporation Counsel)  

IV. REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES AND APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

1. Approval of Business Meeting Minutes from 5/22/2024 
a. Motion: Dundon 
b. Second: Middleton 
c. All in Favor 

2. Reports from Committees and Commissions 
a. WSDC: $2mil was moved from funds to pay for Water St. Parking Ramp, likely to be terminated soon 
b. BLDC: Put out RFP for Collier St. parking lot redevelopment 
c. CAUD: Dealt with 188 Court St, gave conditional approval for demolition. Also considering convent 

next to St. John’s Church for demolition vs. other uses 
d. Traffic Board: Meeting coming up soon, encourages residents to attend/submit forms 
e. Commission for the Conservation of the Environment: Meeting upcoming, will be reviewing data 

from C&S report 

V. APPOINTMENTS 

VI. SET PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. The City of Binghamton will hold a Public Hearing regarding RL 24-116: A Resolution authorizing the City to 
apply for and accept entitlement grants from HUD in the amount of $2,872,045 

2. The City of Binghamton will hold a Public Hearing regarding RL 24-91 A Local Law to amend Charter Chapter 
45 to include unhoused status as a protected class 

3. These Public Hearings will take place at 6PM during the June 26, 2024 regular City Council Business Meeting 
in City Council Chambers, 38 Hawley Street, Binghamton NY. Residents wishing to participate in Public 
Hearings may do so electronically by emailing their comments prior to 1:00PM on the day of the meeting to 

http://www.cityofbinghamton.com/
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clerk@cityofbinghamton.gov or in-person during the meeting. 

VII. PUBLIC HEARING 

1. Public Hearing regarding RL24-86 An Ordinance to amend the official zoning map to rezone a portion of 
Clinton Street and Mygatt Street 

a. Motion to close hearing: Dundon 
b. Second: Middleton 
c. All in Favor 

2. Public Hearing regarding RL 24-96 An Ordinance to amend the Code of the City of Binghamton, Chapter 410, 
Zoning, Article VII, Section 410 

a. Motion to close hearing: Dundon 
b. Second: Middleton 
c. All in Favor 
d. Motion to refer to Planning Commission and Broome County Planning Department: Dundon 
e. Second: Middleton 
f. Vote: 6-0-0-0 

Councilmember Kosty enters at 6:15pm. 

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
President Mativetsky makes a statement prior to Public Comment: “Last meeting, I inappropriately called a point of 
order on a speaker, and I have spent the last 2 weeks looking into it and seeing how I can make processes better at 
City Hall. First, I just wanted to apologize to that speaker that I called a point of order on. In terms of what I have 
done since then, I've reached out to Human Resources to discuss how we get a better public-facing process for 
compliments and complaints on Personnel within the City. The Director has said he will keep me in the loop on that 
and will take the lead. We spent some time looking at the website, I reached out to the Crime Victims Assistance 
Center, and they're interested in supporting trauma-informed language for how we make our portal interface on the 
website. They also provided some pamphlets that we can have here at City Hall and mentioned to me that for 
people that are considering criminal options when they are making allegations that public disclosure may be 
problematic in that scenario and to recommend that if you would like to place allegations of a criminal nature that 
you might reach out for a Crime Victim Advocate to support you through that process. I spoke with Corporation 
Counsel about the processes that we have. I started kind of playing around and trying to see how they work and it's 
certainly lacking, so I will be pushing on every mechanism I can find in the City to move forward to make that a 
better process for everybody. That said, if you do make allegations during public comment, I will not be calling a 
point of order unless it goes against any of the other rules of the meeting.” 

Residents wishing to submit public comment may do so electronically by emailing their comments prior to 
1:00PM on the day of the meeting to clerk@cityofbinghamton.gov or in-person during the meeting. 

http://www.cityofbinghamton.com/
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• Tina Chronopoulos, Binghamton resident: Asks Council to vote no on R24-39. Research from around the 
country shows that surveillance systems are easily abused, stolen, and prone to racial bias. Mass 
surveillance system already in place is unaccountable; residents don’t know what kind of information is 
being stored or how. Flock (camera vendor) is private company, therefore unaccountable to anyone 
except shareholders. Mayor’s office’s rhetoric around cameras mirrors sales pitches from Flock. Data 
collected by Flock would be shared across municipalities outside of Binghamton. Similar systems being 
used to persecute protestors, activists, citizens using freedom of speech, particular religions, etc. Adds 
hope that City will be more open-minded regarding food carts 

• Bill Martin, Johnson City resident: Professor Emeritus at Suny Binghamton; warns against mass 
surveillance, particularly license plate readers. Notes support and opposition towards issue are 
bipartisan. States claims that tech assists in amber alerts or stolen cars, but studies show they don’t 
prevent crime. Consequence will be every car will be scanned to intelligence center recording comings 
and goings of all residents, who they visit, what they do, etc. Flock’s aim is to complete shared national 
database -- officers have used information to misidentify cars as stolen, extortion, stalking, and track 
religious affiliations, reproductive service providers, etc. Women visiting NYS to obtain abortion services 
could be tracked by outside agencies. Issue could be called “Deep State” by conservatives or 
“constitutional invasion” by liberals – suggests creating amendments: regulate what data can be 
collected, how long it’s retained, who has access, how data will be used, etc. 

• Jeff Carlson, Binghamton resident: States status as homeless resident, alleges attack by Supervisor 
Skinner from Broome County Security Officers. Video has been sent to Council, is angry there were 
plenty of angles on camera, but nothing has been done. Carlson witnessed attack by kids on other 
homeless individuals at bus station, tried to ask Skinner to allow individuals to spend night for safety, 
was told “If they weren’t sleeping here, maybe they wouldn’t have been beaten.” Reiterates Council has 
been sent copy, but no one has responded. Will be going to court alone tomorrow for 3 charges due to  
speaking up against Officer; has lived in Binghamton for 9 years with no criminal charges. States head 
Security Officer approached Carlson at library asking not to take further action until investigation was 
done, then was told nothing further could be done. Cellphone was broken by Officer, has been told to 
get new one. Was also attacked by same group of kids that attacked others 

• Taj Robinson, Binghamton resident: Here to speak about RL24-49 and ask Council to vote against, but 
very upset by comments of previous speaker. States unhoused neighbors are often left unprotected and 
attacked as police also attack and destroy their property. Has lived in Binghamton for 8 years, has 
repeatedly seen police misuse authority -- cameras would only further criminalize people and make 
them unsafe. Robinson states landlord is illegally evicting whole families, disabled individuals, etc. and 
nothing is done despite code violations – they are protected while further surveillance makes residents 
less safe  

• Frank Steno, Binghamton resident: Vice President of local Building and Construction Trades Council and 
member of BLDC, thanks Council for consideration and due diligence around responsible bidder 
legislation. States work as Business Development Director for International Union of Painters and Allied 
Trades covers all of Western/Central NY, has seen impact of legislation in other regions. Urges support 

http://www.cityofbinghamton.com/
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of legislation – takes into consideration best value for constituents, creates thorough evaluation process, 
and ensures taxpayers get return on investment. Notes that although NYS has laws to protect workers 
against misclassification (illegally classifying employees as subcontractors),  labor trafficking, and wage 
theft, compliance is lacking. Bill would provide mechanism to limit/remove irresponsible contractors 

• Logan Gorman, Broome resident: Supportive of lowest responsible bidder law; believes it will protect 
local residents, contractors, and workers. Will keep shady companies from doing work, hold contractors 
accountable, and ensure projects are done correctly – easier to complete project right first time rather 
than have to re-do multiple times or explain to residents why it isn’t properly done 

• Joshua, Binghamton resident: Field rep for Laborers 785, jurisdiction covers Binghamton-area. Asks 
Council to vote yes on lowest responsible bidder law. References case study by Midwest Economic 
Policy Institute which found areas without RBOs had a higher rate of turnover. Also found RBOs helped 
attract and retain workers by raising average wages. Believes legislation will provide best value for 
taxpayers and City  

• Caron Hill, Binghamton resident: Born and raised in Binghamton, has been working for union for many 
years, but has spent most of career out of down due to lack of engagement with local labor. Expresses 
desire to work closer to home and family, provide for home community 

• Spencer Nagel, Binghamton resident: Here to speak in support of lowest responsible bidder law – would 
protect taxpayer money and ensure locals can work close to home. States that not passing law would 
send message that local workers/taxpayers are not priority for Public Works 

• Kasey Eiklor, Binghamton resident: Business Manager for Laborers 785, here to speak on behalf of RBO  
--  City residents have not had accountable oversight on tax dollars. Believes legislation would allow local 
people to work in their community, eliminate bad actors taking advantage. Refreshing to see this 
considered, this is a common sense law that would bring money back to community. Finds it refreshing 
that common-sense legislation is being considered that would bring money back to community. 
Commends Council for considering legislation that will do good for community 

• Kay, Binghamton resident: Speaking in opposition to cameras – already plenty money invested into mass 
surveillance infrastructure in City. Council can take stand not to increase surveillance mechanisms by 
external companies collecting unclear amounts of data on day-to-day comings and goings of residents. 
Believes that more leeway given to law enforcement means system is more prone to abuse. Hopes that 
surveillance will be completely dismantled in future, as there is no proof of benefit to community 

• Sean Garden, Binghamton Resident: Member of Laborers 785, speaking in support of lowest responsible 
bidder law – makes sense to have law protecting City from bad apple contractors. Not supporting law 
would prove that taxpayers and local workers are not priority 

Motion for 5-minute recess: Dundon 
Second: Middleton 
All in Favor 
 
*Comments submitted via email are appended at end of minutes. 

http://www.cityofbinghamton.com/
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IX. REVIEW OF MAYORAL VETO 
 
Introductory Ordinance O24-38. Municipal and Public Affairs: Middleton 
An Ordinance to amend the Code Chapter 307 vending hours 
 
Motion to override veto (*appended at end of minutes): Porter 
Second: Hotchkiss 
Discussion: CM Middleton states support for legislation; believes it will help small business and overall community. 
Does not believe this will add to downtown crowding issue. CM Dundon comments that vending hours coincide 
exactly with bar hours -- doesn’t make sense that people would be out later due to legislation. CM Cavanaugh adds 
that having more food options is more likely to alleviate crowd problem than deepen; willing to reconsider after 
data has been evaluated following legislation. CM Hotchkiss notes that Police Department did not reach out directly 
regarding legislation at all – feedback has been supplied in the past regarding other legislation. Other feedback 
received did not contain public safety concerns; finds veto to be disingenuous. CM Porter agrees with previous 
speakers. States belief that legislation will help downtown business overall; brick and mortars should not be afraid of 
competition. CM Mativetsky asks Clerk Dinhofer if there is an enforcement mechanism if rules are violated; Clerk 
answers enforcement is run through Mayor’s Office 
Vote: 7-0-0-0 
 
X. SECOND READING LEGISLATION 
 
Introductory Ordinance O24-33. Rules and Procedures/Special Studies: Hotchkiss 
An Ordinance to amend Charter Section 26-9 to clarify legislative sign out process  
Motion: Hotchkiss 
Second: Dundon 
Discussion: CM Cavanaugh states attempts made during Special Rules meeting to find alternate solution; solution 
was not found. Believes ambiguity may be created, but not more negative than current situation. CM Hotchkiss 
comments that there may be further work on Charter section necessary, but legislation more accurately describes 
current process 
Vote: 4-3-0-0 
Nay: Cavanaugh, Kosty, Mativetsky 
 
Introductory Resolution R24-39. Municipal and Public Affairs: Middleton  
A Resolution to accept funding from the District Attorney for the installation of cameras 

       *Legislation cannot be voted due to inadequate number of signouts 
 
XI. FIRST READING LEGISLATION 
 
Local Law LL24-03. Public Works: Dundon 
A Local Law to establish Responsible Bidder requirements on Public Works projects 
Motion: Dundon 
Second: Porter 

http://www.cityofbinghamton.com/
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Discussion: CM Dundon comments disappointment in not being able to vote on legislation tonight, but believes due 
diligence in crafting language is most important. Will continue working with Corporation Counsel to ensure 
legislation comes to vote. States law would protect City through sanctions from bad apple contractors that cost the 
City millions in disreputable labor practices while protecting workers from being misclassified, costing municipalities 
millions of dollars across NYS. Would also keep local dollars in community where they’re needed the most. Wants to 
show hardworking residents that Council will fight for fiscal responsibility, local businesses and fair labor practices 
Motion to hold over: Dundon 
Second: Porter 
Vote: 7-0-0-0 
 
Introductory Ordinance 24-43. Rules and Procedures/Special Studies: Hotchkiss 
An Ordinance to amend the City of Binghamton Charter § 26-3. Inspection of City departments, bureaus and 
institutions 
Motion: Hotchkiss 
Second: Porter 
Discussion: CM Dundon notes concerns by unions on legislation; reassures that access only extends to “non-
privileged” information and any information relating to union funds are federally regulated for privacy. CM 
Hadassah asks Clerk Dinhofer to read letter from David Holleran, President IAFF Local 729 into record (*appended at 
end of minutes). CM Dundon adds that anything covered in CBA is covered for privacy by National Labor Review 
Board. CM Middleton notes that purpose of bill is to receive proper data for passage of legislation. CM Hotchkiss 
adds that intent is not to invade privacy of any union member/employee, only to have access to basic information 
necessary to legislation which has previously been denied. CM Mativetsky states existing charter language is more 
expansive than proposed; CM Cavanaugh agrees and notes that case law throughout NYS concludes that rights are 
already granted to Council, but new language is more modern and clear 
Vote: 6-1-0-0 
Nay: Kosty 

 
Introductory Ordinance 24-44. Employees: Porter 
An Ordinance to modify 2024 Finance budget for payout of an employee in the Finance department 
Motion: Porter 
Second: Dundon 
Vote: CM Cavanaugh notes that current method of structuring payouts is not logical, hopes to see change in process 
in future 
Vote: 6-1-0-0 
Nay: Porter 
 
Introductory Resolution 24-44. Public Works: Dundon 
A Resolution authorizing 6th Ward Sewer Interceptor Amendment 3 to Barton Loguidice Engineering agreement 
Motion: Dundon 
Second: Kosty 
Vote: 7-0-0-0 
 
XII. COMMUNICATIONS FROM COUNCIL 
CM Middleton: Had neighborhood meeting last week and discussed various topics – will continue to be held on 3rd 
Thursday of each month, encourages residents of 2nd and 3rd Districts to attend. Was very emotional listening to 

http://www.cityofbinghamton.com/
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previous speaker (Jeff), reinforces need for legislation regarding houseless discrimination. Works in food insecurity 
and understands that any individual could potentially be in houseless situation seeking assistance; encourages grace 
and empathy 
CM Porter: Will be neighborhood watch meeting on 6/11 at 6PM (doors open at 6:15PM) at Woodrow Wilson 
Elementary School. Thanks union members for coming out to speak on responsible bidder legislation, believes they 
need to be protected 
CM Dundon: Thanks union brothers and sisters for coming out, nice to hear from people on the ground when 
Council gets so caught up with work. Was at Eastside Neighborhood Watch yesterday (first Tuesday of every month) 
at Hands of Hope Church. National Night Out will be first weekend in August and Pastor Henry (of Hands of Hope) 
has previously received funding from City, unsure of funding this year, hasn’t heard back from Mayor. Dundon 
encourages Council to support event for kids and parks across City 
CM Kosty: N/A 
CM Hotchkiss: Thanks everyone who came out and spoke regarding responsible bidder law, cameras, and Jeff for 
sharing experience. Comments that RBO is common-sense legislation and hopes that will become standard for 
Broome County 
CM Cavanaugh: N/A 
CM Mativetsky: Attended Southside Neighborhood Meeting with CM Kosty last month with CDAC appointment 
Jordan Trice. Southside Second Sundays concert coming up on Sunday at Southside Common – info can be found on 
Southside Neighborhood Assembly Facebook page. Discovery Center has free admission 4-7PM on June 7 and 40th 
anniversary birthday carnival on June 4th. Ross Park Zoo has Pride Day on June 23rd with half off admission. PAL 
Summer Camp has applications online and physically available for kids aged 5-13 from July 8th to August 9th 
 
XIII. ADJOURNMENT 
Motioned at 7:43PM: Dundon 
Second: Porter 
All in Favor 

http://www.cityofbinghamton.com/

















	2024.06.05 BM Minutes - DRAFT
	clerksprinter@cityofbinghamton.com_20240626_125413

