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Existing & Future Zoning Map: City Of Binghamton

Residential zones shown in 
shades of yellow

R1 - palest shade of yellow
R2 - Medium shade yellow
R3 - Deepest shade of yellow

The “new” (redefined) R3 would 
allow the bulkiest  residential 
building with little (75% reduction) 
or no off-street parking at all (100% 
reduction). Yet the R3 zones were 
designated without regard to the 
nearest bus stop. 
Proximity to public transportation 
or a municipal lot must be 
considered when drastically 
reducing parking. 



Facebook & The Southside Neighborhood Assembly



Is Citywide Upzoning the solution to Affordable Housing?

Why is housing so expensive?
● High property taxes
● High water & sewer rates
● High fuel and electricity 
● Cost of maintenance and repairs
● Inflation rising, real wages not so much 
● Higher interest on mortgages 
● Jobs do not pay living wages 
● Greedy landlords / slumlords

Zoning is not the cause of lack of 
affordable housing. Upzoning the 
entire City of Binghamton is 
destabilizing and definitely not 
the solution to the housing crisis. 

However, developers like to 
develop. Targeted upzoning, 
supported by appropriate 
infrastructure, incentives and 
services, can stimulate housing 
construction.



If it’s good for Minneapolis, is it good for Binghamton?

America is facing a housing crisis.

The U.S. is short millions of housing units. Half of renters are paying more than a third of their salary in 
housing costs, and for those looking to buy, scant few homes on the market are affordable for a typical 
household.

To ramp up supply, cities are taking a fresh look at their zoning rules that spell out what can be built where 
and what can't. And many are finding that their old rules are too rigid, making it too hard and too expensive to 
build many new homes.

So these cities, as well as some states, are undertaking a process called zoning reform. They're crafting new 
rules that do things like allow multifamily homes in more neighborhoods, encourage more density near transit 
and streamline permitting processes for those trying to build.

One city has been at the forefront of these conversations: Minneapolis.

That's because Minneapolis was ahead of the pack as it made a series of changes to its zoning rules in recent 
years: allowing more density downtown and along transit corridors, getting rid of parking requirements, 
permitting construction of accessory dwelling units (ADUs), which are secondary dwellings on the same lot.

https://www.npr.org/2024/02/17/1229867031/housing-shortage-zoning-reform-cities

https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.npr.org/2024/01/25/1225957874/housing-unaffordable-for-record-half-all-u-s-renters-study-finds&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1726765216532086&usg=AOvVaw1214v7LHf2YZ47tWsThUTJ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.npr.org/2023/12/24/1221480443/most-homes-for-sale-in-2023-were-not-affordable-for-a-typical-u-s-household&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1726765216532298&usg=AOvVaw1yEa0Pk9FLqrYZMkw_zpMS
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.huduser.gov/portal/casestudies/study-09082016.html&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1726765216532881&usg=AOvVaw0IshpuuDmmwq8bL-kUrJsP
https://www.google.com/url?q=https://www.npr.org/2024/02/17/1229867031/housing-shortage-zoning-reform-cities&sa=D&source=editors&ust=1726765216533218&usg=AOvVaw1-hZYpgZyXNPKTaeymqBfl


Binghamton is a transit desert



Respecting & Working with Mother Nature



 10 Recommendations For Affordable Housing (Draft)

1. Apply the principles of contextual zoning citywide. 
2. Develop public transportation; encourage use of bicycles. 
3. Consider upzoning to R4 any appropriate sites that are within 700 feet of a full-service bus stop, do not 

have flood issues, and the proposed zoning is compatible with the existing character of the neighborhood.
4. Lower property taxes, water and sewer rates for residential properties.
5. Partner with Binghamton University to develop more affordable municipally owned electricity.
6. Require the county to sell foreclosed homes for owner occupancy, not to investors, landlords/ slumlords.
7. Focus on Economic Development that will provide jobs paying a living wage
8. New construction should result in a net increase in home ownership. Owned homes are more affordable, 

create equity, and result in more stable and sustainable communities.
9. Development of green infrastructure should not be merely at the discretion of City Planning, but should be 

incorporated into the zoning law with specific and proportional minimums to offset the effects of 
development. More greenery and storm sewers; less concrete and asphalt.

10. Greedy landlords / slumlords should be phased out. 


